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Color: 	 Described by three characteristics:   
Hue, value and intensity.

Hue:	 The name of a particular color.   
Examples:  Blue, green, yellow, red-violet, etc.

Value: 	 The relative lightness or darkness of a color  
(refer to gray scale).

Intensity (chroma, saturation):  The purity of a color which 
determines its relative brightness or dullness.

Primary Colors:  Red, yellow and blue are the basic colors and 
cannot be made from mixing other colors.

Secondary Colors:  Orange, green and violet - each made by 
mixing two primary colors.

Tertiary Colors:  There are six tertiary colors, each made by 
mixing one primary with an adjacent secondary color. 

Warm (Advancing) Colors:  Reds, oranges and yellows.
Cool (Receding) Colors:  Greens, blues and violets.
Tint: 	 Color plus white.
Tone: 	 Color plus gray.
Shade: 	Color plus black.
Neutral Gray:  A balanced combination of white and black.
Key Color:  Predominant color in the color scheme of a painting 

or other creative project.

HARMONIOUS COLOR SCHEMES
Monochromatic:  Using any tint, tone or shade of just one color.
Analogous:  Using colors that are adjacent to each other on the 
color wheel.  Use at least two but no more than five consecutive 
colors on the wheel.   
Example:  Yellow-green, green, blue-green, blue and blue-violet.
Complementary:  Using two colors directly opposite each other  
on the wheel.  Example:   Blue and orange.
Split Complementary:  Using any color with the two colors on 
each side of its complement.   
Example:  Green, with red-orange and red-violet.  
Triad:  Using three colors equally spaced from each other on the 
wheel.  Example:  Orange, violet and green.  
Tetrad:  Using a combination of four colors on the wheel that are 
two sets of complements.   
Example:  Blue and orange with red and green.  

BASIC COLOR DEFINITIONS


